Why Why Why Kids cc coloring page

Name:

Why does o Halloween pumpkin get mushy?

You carve a pumpkin with a big happy smile. But a few days later, it is soft, saggy R
and mushy. Why does that happen?
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1. A whole pumpkin wears a suit of armor.
Its thick, tough skin keeps the water in, and it keeps
tiny visitors out. So a whole pumpkin can sit on the

porch for weeks and weeks. But when you carve it, you
cut doors and windows in the armor!

2. Tiny travelers land on the soft, wet inside.
The air is full of tiny travelers, much too small to see.
Some are mold seeds, called spores. Some are
bacteria. A carved pumpkin is perfect for them. It is
wet, it is full of food, and nothing is in the way. So
they land, and they start to grow.

3. They turn the pumpkin into mush.
Molds do not have mouths! They let out special juices
that turn the firm pumpkin into soft mush, and then
they soak it up. The walls get softer and softer, the
smile droops, and fuzzy spots show up.

Free to print for home and classroom use.
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You need: two small pieces of pumpkin, two clear bags,

and a grown-up to do the cutting

1. Ask a grown-up to cut two small pieces of pumpkin
and seal each one in a clear bag.

2. Put one in the refrigerator, and leave one on the
counter.

3. Look every day, but keep the bags closed. Which piece
gets fuzzy first?

What happened? Mold grows fastest when it is warm and
wet. When it is cold, it grows very slowly. That is why
food stays fresh longer in the refrigerator.

Video + more questions:
whywhywhykids.com/pumpkin

scan with a grown-up ,

whywhywhykids.com



